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There is a fellow who works in a service station where I work hamed Joe who 
comes from Mexico and used to be a bracero himself. I have been talking with 
him about this and he has been telling me plenty of interesting things. One 
thing he says is that the braceros come from all over Mexico, in fact, the ma- 
jority come from the states in the southern part and he wonders why this is. 
Because, he says, in that part of Mexico they can pick all the food they need 
to eat right off the trees. They have all kinds of fruit. They do not need 
shoes in that warm climate and so he thinks they really don't need to come to 
this country unless they were just looking for adventure. He says they are 
two main types of braceros; those whi come here for fun or adventure, or new 
experience and those who come here for moneye 

He says that all over Mexico the word has been spread that things are 
better here in California than in the other states. So consequently, this is 
the great ambition of all of them. They mwamkxke all want to come to California. 

Joe also says that although when they come up here they intend to make a 
small fortune. Most of them are able only to make enough to sustain their 

they are away. The families are so large, you know. Joe says 


he never heard of anybody who took back enough money to Mexico and who was able 


ao 


to keep it long enough to actually do anything that they had originally planned. 


All over you heard this big complaint that they are not allowed to stay here 
long enough to make a real stake. Another thing this fellow 

knows very few of these men will ever return to the villages they came from 
when they get back to Mexico. They hang around the contractiong centers in 
hopes of coming back to the Usites States just as soon as possible. 
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Another fellow I talked with, who had some interesting thi 


m 


the bracero program, was a truck driver from Texas. His job is hauling the men 
from Juarez up to the sugar beets in Colorado and places like that. He seemed 


to be a nice guy, but, some of the things he told made me think the men have it 


7 tough. Anothe hing he told n that the people he works for always 
put an extra mar two aboard the truck at JuareZe 


ive to put thirty-two men aboard; then at the bor 


! 
would simply ask how many you got this time?', and he'd 


say thirty, and the’ would kak 
getting them up to Colorado 
braceros are staying in the country one 


common practice for them to marry an American dirl be- 
cause this makes it easier for them to get mwxsa a xiwka visa. And they do 
most of them already have a wife down in Mexico , then as 
1k out on the new wife 
are doing, but, many of 
them sincerely seem to feel that being in new country, the old laws no longer 
apply and if you were to ask them sy would tell you that they are not doing 
anything wrong and the would 
give you another exam; f w easy it is get into the country 
ally. I had a distant relative who wanted very much to come into this country 
but he wasn't able to get the assurance of a job that xx he is supposed to have 
efore he can get a visa. What he did was go to Juarez and it wasn't long before 
found a man who said he would fix up all the necessary papers, if he paid 


er and above the usual costs of a vi 


1appened to think of i st winter when I happened to be over 
my boss about 11 o'clock or 11:30 one night 
when we noticed three nationals walking down the 
were nationals because of the broad-brim hats they wt wearing. 
talking to them and found out that they had jumped the border and 
had walked all the way to Riverside, keeping three or four miles from the highway. 


All the way they just slept on the ground at night, this 


. 


know, because in addition to the heat ur 


to be bitten by snakes at night. 
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would like to ome in for a bit to 


hungrye" But my boss had a little suspic 


you ate?" They said in Mexicali, three days agoe So 


hungry, won't you come in and let us give you 


it would be 


a lot more per he 


A 


uasion 


They were hungry all right. Just as soon as something 


would gobble it up. We asked them where the 


up north. They knew that the farther no 


got 


+hear 


would be caught. Also t! had probably heard from som 


to Mexico, that the wages were better up north. 


drove down to Hemet because I had 


how glad they were tk 


said everybody area ends up getti 


, kind of work they and mask no matter 


are supposed to be getting. What happens is that 
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and are unusually fast pickers and 


ri ng +he 
*& 


boss 


eat and they said "Oh, 


ion, wo he said, 


someething to eat.' 


into coming into 


going and they 


1at they 


tin 


ar 


$1 an hour, the foreman or 


somebody 


day, you are liable 


vile 


asked the fellows if they 


No, senor, we are not 


"when was the last time 


o 
tery 
ly ou 


"Oh, senor, 


no 


Well, finally after 


he kitchen. 


was put on their plate 


MTs aren 
voney 


said farther 


the less likelyhood they 


1ebody that had returned 


heard some of the men in 


re not don 


we 


eg 75¢ an hour no matter 


what kind of rate of pa; 


if they are on a piece- 


e ahle to average maybe 


takes a little 


bite out of it; 


so that when 


else who handles their pay, 


it gets to them it amounts to exactly 75¢ an hour. 


Well, I drove down to Hemet to see if I could check on 


truee I didn't find out exactly, but, I did see 
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xample, I got to talking k= with a crew of six 


apricots out in the orchards onto trucks and the other 


shed. 


apricot cutting rs were pr 


were going to work at 7 in the morning or maybe even 


finist 


1ed until 6 at night and they were working 7 days 


that each man was doing the work that ordinarily would 


feral had had to drop out of the loading work 


some very 


men, 


actically killing 


this, to see if this was 


interesting things. 


four of them were loading 


two were working in an 


themselves. There 


They didn't 


cet 


week. It appeared 


a 


be done by two men. 


because it was simply 


jay and the men in 
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around like crazy men trying 


c 


afraid that these men were going 


GALL 
faint, t! had acamera 
vis was in the 


and taken a ] 


very unhappy and didn't want to come back 


tes under these conditions < 


get every minutes' work 


The growers 
is one right around this area that I happen 


boy to take the men's lunches from the 


be working at noon so the man won't spend 


r be parked a couple of hundred yards away you se@e 


from kz man to man at noon so the men won't 


ing a drink. What if they want a drink i the 


morning or 
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